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am HE fame Faculty of Reafon and Undet- 

* ftanding, which Bas us above the 

@. Brute part of the Creation, doth alfo fub- 

“=. jet our Minds to greater and more ma- 

nifold Difquiets than Creatures of an inferior Rank 

are fenfible of. It is by this that we. anticipate fu- 

ture Difafters, and oft create to. our felves real Pain 

from imaginary Evils, as well as multiply the Pangs 
atifipg from thofe which cannot be avoided. 


It behoves us therefore to make the beft Ufe of 


that fablime Talent, which, fo long as it continues 


the Inftrument of Paffion, will ferve only to make 
us more miferable, in Proportion as we are more 


excellent than-other Beings. 


It is the Privilege of 4 thinking Being to -with- 
draw from the Objeéts that follicit his Senfes, and 
turn his Thoughts inward on himfelf. For my own 


' Part, I often mitigate the Painarifing from the little 


Misfortunes and Difappointments that chequer Hu- 
man Life by this Introverfion of smy Faculties, 
wherejn, I regard my own Soul asthe Image of her 
Creator, and receive great Confolation from be- 
-holding thofe Perfe&ions which teftifie her Divine 


- Ofiginal, and lead ‘me into fome Knowledge of 


her everlafting Archetype. 


(Price Two Pence.) 


But there is not any Property or Circumftance 
of my Being that | contemplate with more Joy 
than my, Immortality. 1 can eafily overlook an 
prefent momentary Sorrow, when I refleét ‘that it 
is in my Power to be happy athoufand Years hence, 
If it were not for this Thought, ¥ had rather be an 


~ Oyfter than a Man, the moft Qupid-and fenfelefs of 


Animals thant a reafonable Mind tortured. with an- 
extream innate Defire of that\ Perfe@tion which it 
efpairs to obtain. . 

It is with great Pleafure ‘that I behold Inftin@, 
Reafon and Faith coneenting to atteft this comfort- 
able Truth, It is revealed from Heaven, it is di- 
fcaverd by Philofophers, and the ignorant, unen- 
lighten’d Part.of Mankind have a natur4l Propenfi- 
ty to believe it. It is an agreeable Entertainment 
to refle& on the various Shapes under which this 
Doétrine has appeared in the World. ‘The Pytha- 
gorean Tranfmigration, the fenfual Habitations of 
the Mabometan, and the fhady Realms of Pixto, do 
all agree in the main Points, the Continuation of 
our Exiftence, and the Diftribution of Rewards and 
Punifhments, proportioned to the Merits or De. 
metits of Men inthis Life. 


But in all thefe Schemes there is fomething grofs 
and improbable, that fhocksa reafonable and fpect - 
lative 
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lative Mind. Whereas nothing can be more ra- 
tional and fublime than the Chriftian Idea of a fu- 
ture State. Eye bath not feen, nor ear heard, uei- 
ther bath it entered into the heart of man to -conceive 
the things which God hath prepared for thofe that love 
bim, The above-mentioned Schemes are narrow 
Tranfcripts of our prefent State : But in this inde- 
finite Defcriprion there is fomething ineffably great 
and noble. . The Mind of Man mutt: be raifed to 
a higher Pitch, not only to partake the Enjoyments 
of the Chriftian Paradife, but even to be able to 
frame any Notion of them. , 


. Neverthelefs, in order to gratifie our Imagination, 
and by way of Condefcenfion to our low way of 
thinking, the Ideas of Light, Glory, a Crown, sc. 
are made ufe of to adumbrate that which we can- 
not dire@tly underftand. The Lamb which is in the 
midft of the throne fhull feed them, and fhalllead them 
into living fountains of waters; and God facil wipe 
away all tears from their Eyes, And there feall 
be “no more death, neither forrow, mor crying, 
neither foall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are pelled away, and behold allthings are new, 
There foall be no night there, and they need no can- 
dle neither light of the fun: fur the Lord God giveth them 
light, and foall make them drink of the river of his 
pleafures: and they fhall reign fur ever and ever. They 
frall receive a crown of Glory which fadeth not 


away. 


Thefe are chearing Refle&tions: And I have of- 
ten wondered that Men con’d be found fo dull 
and phlegmatick, as to preferthe Thought of Anni- 
hilation before them; or fo ill-natur’d, as to endea- 
vour to perfuade Mankind to the Disbelief of what 
is fo pleafing and profitable even in the Profpea; 
or fo blind, as not to fee that there is a Deity, and, 
if there be, that this Scheme of things flows from 
his Attributes, and evidently correfponds with the 
other Parts of his Creation. 


I know not how to account for this abfurd turn 
of Thought, except it proceed from a want of o- 
ther Employment joined with an Affe€ation of 
Singularity. 1 hall, therefore, inform our Modern 
Free-shinkers of two Points, whereof they feem to 
be ignorant. The firft is, that it is not the being 
fingular, but being fingular for fomething that argues 
either extraordinary Endowments of Nature, or be- 
nevolent Intentions to Mankind, which draws the 
Admiration and Efteem of the World. A Miftake 
in this Point naturally arifes from that Confufion of 
Thought which | do not remember to have feen 


fo great Inftances of in any Writers, as in Certain 
Modern Free-thinkers. 


The other Point is, that there are innumerable 
Obje&s within the reach of a Human Mind, and 
each of thefe Objeéts may be viewed in innumerable 
\Lights and Pofitions, and the Relations arifing be- 
tween them are innumerable. There is, therefore, 
an Infinity of things-whereon to employ their 
Thoughts, if not with Advantage to the World, at 
leaft with Amufement to themfelves, and without 
Offence or Prejudice to other People, If they pro- 
ceed to exert their Talent of Free-thiwking in this way ; 
they may beinnocently dull, and no onetake any No- 
tice of it. But to fee Men without either Wit or Argu- 
ment pretend to run down Divine and Human 
Laws, and treat their Fellow-Subje&s with Con- 
tempt for profeffing a Beliefof thofe Points on which 
the prefent as well as future Intereft of Mankind 
depends, is notto be endured. For my own part, [ 
fhall omit no Endeavours to render their Perfons as 
defpicable, and their Pra@tices as odious in the Eye 
of the World, as they deferve. 


This Paper is to be had of Mr. Yemes ander the 
Thatch’d-houfe Taverns in St. James’s-ftreet; Mrs. 
Bond at Charing-crofs; Ars. Bolter and Mrs. Dodd 
near the Tempie-gate; and Mr. Round in Ex- 
change-Ally. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Jott Publith’d, the Fifth Edition of 
A Poem, to bis Excellency the Lord Privy- 
Seal, om the Profpe® of Peace. By Mr. Tickeil. 
t+t The Sixth Edition of CATO a Tragedy. Writ- 
ten by Mr. Addifon. Printed for F. Tonfon at 
Shake/pear’s Head over-againft Catherine-ftreet in the 


Strand. N.B. Thére is Sold a Pyrated Edition of 


this Play, wherein are numberlefs grofs Faults and 
Several Scenes left out. The Edition Publified and 
Correited by the Author, and Printed for $. Tonfon, 
bas a Head of Cato taken from an old Medal, Print- 
ed in the Tithe Page to dijtinguifh it from that which 
is Spurious and Imperfe@. *,* In a few Days will 
be Publifoed by F. Tonfon, A French Tranflation of 
she Tragedy of Cato. x3 There is now preparing for 
the Prefs, a ColleBion of Original Poems and Tranfla- 
sions by the mof? eminent Hands, to be Publifh’d by 
Mr. Steele. Such Gentlemen sherefore who are wil- 
ling to appear in this Mifcellany, are defired to com- 


municate the fame, dire&ed to Facob Tonfon Bookfeller 


én the Strand, . 


Se en 








LONDON: Printed for F. Tonfon in the Strand; and Sold by 
A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken in. 1713. * 














